
Kastner Instrumental Music 
(2018-19) Percussion Guide for Parents and Students   

Congratulations! Your child has enrolled in percussion, one of the most exciting and challenging sections of the band! Please know 
that it is a very special privilege to study percussion at Kastner Intermediate. I’m certain you have many questions, so I have put 
together this document to help inform you of what percussion is! It covers the grand scope of percussion study from 7th - 8th grade so 
that you can:  

a)  decide if percussion is a “good fit” for your son or daughter 
b)  be prepared for what lies ahead in the coming school year and beyond 

Criteria and Selection Process: 
Percussion is truly a unique section of the band and, therefore, we cannot honor just anyone’s request to “play the drums.” With a 
limited number of percussion spots available each year, it is important that we select students for whom percussion will be a “good 
fit.” Like with all band instruments, potential students are given a series of “tests” to determine if they are suited for a particular 
instrument. For percussion, these tests focus on the students’ sense of pulse, physical coordination, ability to maintain a steady beat, 
and rhythmic sense. Prior experience playing piano is helpful, but not required.  

What is Percussion? 
It is important to realize that percussion is actually a family of instruments and goes far beyond simply playing the drums. In the 
school setting, we divide percussion study into four basic categories: Non-Pitched Percussion, Keyboard Percussion, Auxiliary 
Percussion, and Drumset. A well-rounded percussion student is expected to practice and excel in all four areas. 

Non-Pitched Percussion: includes snare drum and related instruments (timpani, concert toms, bass drum, marching snare drum, 
marching toms, marching bass drum, etc.). The techniques that are learned for drums transfer and translate to all percussion 
instruments regardless of category. 

Keyboard Percussion: includes all pitched instruments that follow the layout of a piano keyboard. This includes: bells, xylophone, 
marimba, vibraphone (vibes), chimes, crotales, etc. 

Auxiliary/Accessory Percussion: refers to any instrument that does not belong in either of the above categories, which includes hand 
cymbals, suspended cymbal, gong, tambourine, triangle, wood block, temple blocks, shaker, castanets, cowbell, maracas, etc. are but a 
few examples of accessory percussion. World percussion instruments such as congas, bongos, djembe, timbales, etc. would also fit 
into this category. 
   

Drumset: As part of our curriculum we will cover drumset as one of our units of study in percussion class. Students are encouraged to 
study drumset on their own (preferably under the guidance of private percussion teacher). Currently we offer jazz ensemble as a great 
opportunity for our percussion students to participate. Each jazz ensemble is by audition and rehearses at a different time than the 
percussion and concert band classes.  

With so many instruments to learn, percussionists are responsible for a far greater amount of information than most other band 
students. Percussion students will learn to read music in both treble and bass clefs, learn ear-training (rhythmically and melodically), 
learn the layout of the piano keyboard, and will be introduced to specific playing techniques for literally dozens of percussion 
instruments. 

Program Standards and Expectations by Grade Level  
7th Grade (5th Period Percussion Class) – will be placed in this class where they will receive specialized percussion instruction 
appropriate to their level. This class is geared towards 1st year players and students with basic percussion background like elementary 
school. As a possible supplement to what we study in class, private lessons are strongly encouraged as well as auditioning and 
participating in (FMCMEA), (CBDA) Honor Bands and also the (CMEA) Solo and Ensemble Festival. 

8th Grade (6th Period Percussion Class) – will be placed in this class where they will receive specialized percussion instruction 
appropriate to reflect a more advanced level. This class is geared towards students with a more experienced level of percussion 
background. This class may have 7th and/or 8th grade students depending on ability level.  As a possible supplement to what we study 
in class, private lessons are strongly encouraged as well as auditioning and participating in (FMCMEA), (CBDA) Honor Bands and 
also the (CMEA) Solo and Ensemble Festival. 

Kastner “THUNDER” Percussion (7th Period - after school twice weekly) is recommended for ALL Kastner Percussion students to 
enroll and participate in. This class will give our students additional exposure to marching percussion and prepare them for several 
Performances that will occur during the school year; football games, rallies, etc. These performances will represent students that have 
displayed an appropriate level of performance. We do not want to put any students in a position where they feel or we feel they are not 
ready. With that said we will send out a roster for each performance of the students that have shown in class that they are ready for a 
given performance.   
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Kastner “WINTER” Percussion - KWP (after school twice weekly) is considered a Varsity Level Sport and an activity unique to 
marching percussion that gives our students a great opportunity to Compete in the Central Valley (SJVCGPR) as an ensemble 
several times in the second semester with a Championships in late March/early April.  All of our 2nd year (8th grade) percussion 
students are expected to participate in this ensemble. We will hold auditions for our 1st year percussion students to determine if they 
are ready for this ensemble. In addition we often have band/orchestra students audition to be in the ensemble, but our goal is always to 
have our Kastner Percussion Students in the ensemble whenever possible.  
With Kastner Winter Percussion being a competitive ensemble it is paramount that these students are at all rehearsals and 
competitions.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Below you will find a calendar of performances that our Kastner Percussion students will participate in this school year (2018-19).  
For the most part this is what you can expect calendar wise as a percussionist at Kastner doing full participation at all performances.  

(2018-19) Kastner Percussion Performance Calendar 
  
 Oct. 13  Sat. Kastner Thunder (Kastner Football game) - Kastner vs. Reyburn (@ Kastner) 
 Oct. TBA  Fri. Football game - W/Clovis West @ TBA 
 Oct. 26   Fri. Football game - Clovis West Football (vs. CHS) @ Buchanan H.S. 
 Nov. 3  Sat. Kastner Thunder (Kastner Football game) - Kastner vs. Granite Ridge (@ Kastner) 
 Nov. 14  Thur. CUSD Band Night - @ Veterans Memorial Stadium (Buchanan H.S.) 
 Dec. 7  Fri.     Winter Concert - 6:00pm @  the PAC (Clovis North) 
 Jan. 26  Sat. SJVCGPR Winter Percussion Competition - @  Clovis East H.S. 
 Feb. 8  Fri. SJVCGPR Winter Percussion Competition - @  Buchanan H.S. 
 Mar. 1  Fri. SJVCGPR Winter Percussion Competition - @  Clovis East H.S. 
 Mar. 8  Fri. SJVCGPR Winter Percussion Competition - @  Clovis North H.S. 
 Mar. TBA TBA Winter Perc./Guard Family Night - 7:00pm @ Clovis West  
 Mar. 26  Tues. CUSD Band Assessment Festival (during school) - @ Clovis North H.S. 
 Mar. 29  Fri. SJVCGPR Winter Percussion Championships - @  Clovis North H.S. 
 Apr. 2  Tues. CMEA Band Festival (during school) - @ Washington Union H.S. 
 Apr. 27  Sat. Clovis Rodeo Parade - Downtown Clovis 
 May 4   Sat. Central California Day of Percussion - 8:00am - 5:00pm @ the PAC (Clovis North) 
 May 17  Fri.     End of Year Concert - 6:00pm @ the PAC (Clovis North) 
 May 30    Thur. Clovis West Area Night of Percussion - 7:00pm @ the PAC (Clovis North) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Conclusion 
Although Kastner Percussion is a large entity on its own, we are just a part of the grand scope of the Kastner Instrumental Music 
Program. As such Kastner Percussion will adhere the same rules and guidelines outlined in the Kastner Instrumental Music Handbook 
(reviewed this week in class).  Being in percussion is a truly unique and rewarding experience. Therefore, we are looking for students 
that demonstrate a high level of responsibility (as related to grades and conduct) in addition to great ability and work ethic. If your son 
or daughter cannot commit to the above expectations then we will need to explore the possibility of your child playing another 
instrument.  

I hope that this guide gives you a better understanding of our expectations for our students participating in percussion at Kastner 
Intermediate, as well as what you may expect in the coming years. If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Mike Malatesta 
Instrumental Music Teacher  
Clovis West Area Schools 
Clovis Unified School District 

http://www.kastner.cwaim.org/ 
mikemalatesta@cusd.com  
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